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NAYIGABILITY OF THE SONG GIANH AWD OVERLAWD COBNECTIONS WITH ROUTE 1o

The Song (darh ls formed ot the confluence of the lower resches ol
two streams, the Beo Hay snd the Song Troc, es they fiow from the mouwm-
tains gcross the parroy cosstal plain, Both the Reo Hay snd the Song
Troc are characterlmed by silting, shifting channels, shools, sendbars,
mmerons lelands éownstresm, ond replds upstreem. Navigatlon {c possible
for some distances upstreem, but only with losal piloting knowledge.

The Song Glanh, vhere it sugbles into the Owlf of Tonkin, ls fronted
by a steap-to bar 1/2 neutical mile im width, fhoels covered by less
than & fest of weter extend out fyam points on either side of the mouth
of the river, The entrance chermel is werked by buoys and, sccording to
navigationnl instructions dated 1957, is deep enough to permit vessals
with drafts of 6 feet to cross the ber st half tide, Potrol boats of the
Hooth Vietnamese Nevy, which draw 6 feet, arve statlonsd at (ueng Kbe, =
minor port and naval base on the south bank of the river about 7 kilo-
maters from the mouth. Presuwmably they have free sccsss, oven st Jow tice,
to the harbor eree acrosg the ber,

Ingide the bar, depths of the Song CGienb increase to 26 o 56 Teet.
The depth off Quang Kue 1z given us 56 feet. HNoval patrol bosts mre known
to have bean stationed st Badon, 2 village on the north bank of the Rao
Hay spproxiwetely 9 to 10 kilometers wriver from Queng ¥he, Bafe draft
of 8 Pegt can be had for abowt B4 kllometere upstroam from the mouth ol
the Song Giemh to the village of Tien Lang on the Reo Mey. DBeyond Tlen
Leng there is s safs creft of 4»3/h fest to Fung Bo, approxiuately 16 kilow
meters ferther upstresm. These dspths can essily accommdste eargo-cnrrying
sampene, Wrich, even loaded, normelly drew only 2e1/8 to 5«1/ feet,

Upstresn from Hung Do the lno Nay hms o sefe @raft of 2-1/2 feet a8
far ag Ehe Het, approximetely G4 kilometers Trom the const, An obstecle
to some bosts 18 o fized-spen rellroad bridge at Tan Hinh Phuong, about
69 Eilometors Trom the mouth of the river, The bridge 1s gl feet long;
no laformetion 18 sveilable on ite vertlcsl clsersnce. Foriber upstrean
s series of vaplds precludes wnterborne transportation between K Net
ol Boute 12,
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The Song Troc is navignble by sampens upstresm as for sg Phuong Chey,
3% kilometers fyom 1ts junction with the Bao Jay. The type of vesacls
thmt can be scccmmodnted is limited by the mesn-water clemrance of 7.0
feet under the Cong ¥ raillrond btridge.

The most feesible transshipwent point between the Song Glonh mud Houte
12 1s =t Bung Bo on the Ren Ney. An overland route extends from the feryy
croseing on the south bank of the river slong sn mll-westher roed parsllel
e a dlsmantled rallrond line tovard the northwest for approximetaly 15
kilometers 1o the village of Tmm Dong Finwong., West of this vilisge the
road has o dry-weather surfece snd follows n clrcultous route through the
pountaing towerd ite Junction with Noute 12 neer Xom Thenmh., The lest
ghreteh of L to § kilometers before the Junction with Route 12 im classed
a8 Lrack or trall,

Minor tralls ceomneet tronsshipment points on the Song Troc with the

roud from Mg Bo to Route 12, The treils are probably not motorable,
however, and would entail lomger porteges than the route desoribed shove,

Attachments:

Two manuscript maps -~
Song Glanh Drainage Area and
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1. Quang kKhe 7. Phuong Chay

2. Badon 8. Route 12

3. Tien Lang 9. Xhe Net ‘ .

k. Hung Bo 10. Fixed—span.rallroad_brldge
5. Tam Dong Phuong 11. Cong Ha railroad bridge

6. Xom Thanh
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25X1A Song Gianh and Lower Reaches
of the Rao Nay and the
‘ Song Troc
Copy No. To Date
1 - 2  Reguester (with one gopy. each of the fwo maps) 26 March 6l
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